Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

15,000,000 tons. Russia's small production
was not available on the Western front at
any time, and before long ceased to be a factor.
England needed all she could produce, and
France was reduced to the minor output of
the small St. Etienne fields, with what she
could secure from Spain and Algiers under
transportation conditions almost impossible, and
for the smelting of this she had no furnaces
ready. It is evident that under these circum-
stances the steel production of the Allies was
less than half that of their antagonists and that, k
unless this condition was speedily remedied,
the war must end in the triumph of Germany.

As quickly as the French saw that they
could not dislodge the Germans from their
ore basins, they turned to this country for
steel. At first, it was believed that the Ger-
mans, driven back in the first battle of the
Marne, could not hold long on the Aisne, and
it is likely that if the French had been as well
supplied with munitions then as they were
later, this would have been the case. Toward
the end of 1914, both France and England
realized the situation and orders for steel in
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